
donations along the way will 

help fill in the gaps.  Right now 

we are finding success with 

the Macyõs Shop for a Cause.  

We are also working on foster-

ing support from community 

businesses and service organi-

zations, and of course the ever 

popular grant requests. 

As we have developed and 

grown over the past couple of 

years we have found that there 

is definitely a need for equine 

assisted activities.  Our path of 

growth will not only include the 

many riders that will ride in 

regular classes each session 

but also other special needs 

groups.  We have been in con-

versation with special educa-

tion teachers at local schools 

about bringing their students 

in to ride.  We are working on a 

program to  serve kids that fall 

into an at-risk population. We 

have also considered pursuing 

serving the soldiers who have 

suffered injuries while serving 

our country.  There is so much 

out there for us to do and we 

are excited to be headed in 

the right direction. 

There have been howling 

winds, 20 degree tempera-

tures , and lack of chocolate 

but we survived!  We have 

made it through five sessions 

at Free Rein and we are still 

going strong.   

Last summer we started with 

18 riders and now we are up 

to 27.  We have more than 50 

active volunteers , 17 of which 

have been with us since the 

beginning.   

Currently there are 10 riders 

on our waiting list.  Unfortu-

nately, for the first session 

ever, we were not able to take 

any from the waiting list this 

fall.  We are hoping by spring 

to be able to open up more 

spaces and get some of  these 

people riding.  Every week 

there are calls regarding po-

tential riders.  Our goal over 

the next few years is to serve 

100 riders and have classes 6 

days a week. 

As a non-profit organization we 

want to keep our tuition low so 

everyone that wants to can 

afford to ride.  Therefore we 

will always have the issue of 

fund raising.  This year we had 

a budget of about $65,000.  

About $18, 000 of that is cov-

ered by tuition and insurance 

fees.  We almost hit our goal of 

$10,000 with the Paint the 

Pony campaign and our auc-

tion last fall brought in about 

$5,000.  Fortunately we have 

been blessed by Mike and 

Phyllis Dunmire, who have 

remained faithful with their 

commitment to help fund the 

startup of the program.   

We do have a plan for 2010 as 

our budget grows and the pro-

gram grows.  There will be a 

Barn Dance and auction in 

February  and Paint the Pony 

will return as our main fund-

raiser.  We are confident that 

small fundraisers and private 

Zack and Lisa enduring the cold 
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During spring session we had 

our first Paint the Pony Cam-

paign.  The concept was sim-

ple; send out ten requests to 

ten people asking for at least 

ten dollars.  For every $1000 

that came in we painted a 

stripe on our wooden pony.   

We are proud to say that the 

campaign was a success.  We 

chose to have a goal of 

$10,000.  Never having done 

this before, we had no idea 

what to expect so really that 

number was just a guess.  The 

great news is in the end we 

almost reached our goal.  Our 

final total is $9493! 

 The thing that was pleasantly 

surprising was how far and 

wide the donations came from.  

We received donations from 

Michigan, Florida, California, 

Alaska, Colorado and all over 

Washington, Oregon and 

Idaho.   

At this point we have 129 

donors, 32 of which donated 

at least $100!  Every couple of 

weeks we get another donation 

in the mail so I guess it is still 

possible to reach that $10,000 

goal! 

Thank you to everyone that 

donated and all of you that 

asked your family and friends 

to donate.  You are the people 

that will keep our program 

growing strong! 

Dan Aldecoa 

Marvin & Frances Armstrong 

Ann Cameron 

Cathy Young 

William H. OôDell 

Bea & Gage Pierce 

Vaughn Zeckmann 

Dave & Deborah Hartman 

Ryan & Melissa Love 

Gloria Hoskins 

Shaun Fowler 

Peggy Granholt 

Ann Redding Ellis 

Carly Smith 

Patricia Arnold 

Catherine OôDell 

Charles Cady 

Linda Palmer 

Dan Sampson 

John & Sharon Martinisko 

Vanessa Jones 

Elbridge & Marion Dunckel 

Mike & Paula Durgan 

Milestones Speech and Language Services 

Henry Jones 

June Rust 

HeyCats! Web Solutions Inc 

Helen Davidoff 

Carol M Lynch 

Robert & Violet Avery 

Susan Clark 

Stormy Mauri 

Jack & Elsa Burk 

Isobelle Jones 

Pam Silverstein 

Laura St.  George 

Miguel Bermeo 

The Straley Family Trust 

Diane & Bill Molsberry 

Bev Elmore 

Chasity Clarkson 

Jon & Lisa Galow 

Vicki Miles 

Karen &Joseph Scalici 

 

Supporters ($5ð$99) 
 

Megan McCarthy 

Charles & Shirley Arnold 

Toni Scalici 

Florence Studer 

Sharlee Johnson 

Susan Hardie 

Marlene Bronson 

The Kuuskvere Family 

Peter Camrata 

Josephine Cosione 

Pat Richard 

Gladys Rivers 

Judy Gray 

Bob & Mary Nofsinger 

Dave & Linda Frank 

Jim & Delores Graham 

Kim Zumwalt 

Lisa Johnson 

Carol King 

Barbara Ford 

Dave & Marva Randall 

Becky Smith 

Frank Ruggirello 

Annette Bronson 

Lon Pursell 

Patricia Church 

Pierrette & Stephen Wing 

Chad & Jennifer Berg 

Elizabeth & Tom Andrews 

Kathy Matthys 

Garth Benham 

Joy Wagner 

Gary & Gayle Peterson 

Glendia Plott 

Sybil Suthergreen 

Helen & G Arnold 

Patty Palumbo 

Eric & Angelina Seim 

Richard J Williams 

Althea Lyski 

Dan Morris 

Folly & KC Robbie 

Paige  Lewis 

 

Pony Club ($100+ contribution) 
Lynn & JoHanna Andrews 

Bob & Carol Granly 

Lauris Brychell 

Chris & Jonnie Schroeder 

Gary Walstrom 

August Systems Inc. 

Marge & Tom Cusworth 

Diane & Gary King 

John & Darlene Carlson 

Guy & Sue Lamoree 

Kelli & Scott Imlay 

Richard Sylvester DVM, PS 

Fred & Alyne Richard 

Neal & Libby Lacativo 

Gary & Molly Coulter 

Jack & Cindy Sackett 

Carl & Mary Jane Swedburg 

Evelyn Powell 

Dr. & Mrs. F.C. OôDell 

The Jones Family 

Michael & Savon McGinnis 

Ann Babb 

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ferg 

Gerald & Michelle Caniglia 

Stephanie Trapp 

Catherine Herron 

Amir & Jennifer Ganji 

Pro Collision Center/Dale Garber 

Reinaldo & Sandra Acosta 

Friends at North Spokane 

Rick Hudson 

Wendy Cranfill 

Donna Davidson 

Jane Sauther 

Amgen  

Jamie painting his pony 
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o r  f r e e r e i n v o l u n t e e r @ h o t m a i l . c o m 

and one is a dear riderõs mom.  They are 

all wonderful people and we are honored 

to have them giving their time to us. 

Thank you so much to: 

Barbara Ford 

Nicole Frank 

Carol Granly 

Molly Coulter 

Haley Burk 

Caryl Harper 

Christian Hoenike 

Ellie Kuuskevere 

Susie LaBarre 

Madeline Tuflija 

Katie Witter 

           Shellie Witter 

           Patty Wright 

        Pat Richard 

               Andrea Andrews 

          Cyndi Caniglia 

Morgan Jones 

 

Albertsonõs has purged 

their system.   

Go to: 

www.albertsonscp.org 

and register your Albert-

sonõs Preferred card 

number (found on the 

top portion of your re-

ceipt.)  Our organization 

number is 49001016197 

(or you can do a search 

by our name.)  

Albertsonõs Community 

Partnerõs :   

Last year we earned 

about $50 from this pro-

gram with very few par-

ticipants.  For 2009 we 

could raise up to $1800 

from Albertsonõs. 

 

Even if you registered 

your card last year you 

must do it again because    

Recycling Ink cartridges 

and cell phones:  

 

Here is another simple 

fundraiser.  Bring in 

your old ink cartridges  

 

 

 

 

 

 

thing that you need to know 

about volunteering in our 

classes.   

Now, if helping in the classes 

isnõt quite up your alley we do 

have a lot of other volunteer 

opportunities.   As we continue 

to grow we will need help in 

the office and in the barn.  We 

are currently working on plan-

ning our big Barn Dance fund-

raiser and have all kinds of 

tasks that need to be done.  

We could use assistance with 

other special events, open 

houses, volunteer appreciation 

events and  a family barbeque.  

Let us know what your talents 

are and we will do our best to 

find a spot in our organization 

that fits those gifts. 

 

It is easy to become a Free 

Rein volunteer and you donõt 

even have to have any horse 

experience.  If you are inter-

ested in helping out in our 

weekly classes we encourage 

you to come out and visit to 

see how things run.   Once you 

have visited we will get you 

signed up for a volunteer train-

ing which will tell you every-

V o l u n t e e r s  W h o  h a v e  b e e n  w i t h  u s  

f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g    

2  E a s y  w a y s  t o  h e l p  

B e c o m i n g  a  V o l u n t e e r  
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We have a handful of wonderful volun-

teers who have been with us from the 

very beginning.   Their dedication has 

been amazing and is a main reason that 

we have been able to strength our pro-

gram this past year.  Some of these  

volunteers have served on our board. 

Some spent last winter faithfully working 

with our horses to help them maintain 

their training and some have come in 

the evenings to bathe and clip horses 

and clean out brush boxes.  One volun-

teer has been able to stay with the same 

rider all but one of the past 5 sessions 

 

Never doubt that a 

small group of 

thoughtful, committed 

citizens can change the 

world; indeed, it's the 

only thing that ever has. 

    Margaret Mead 

 

and cell phones and we 

can recycle them for 

cash!  There is a box in 

the arena to drop your 

cartridges and phones in 

or you can give them to 

any of the staff members.   

 

Thank you for your con-

tinued support! 



T h e  F a i r  

During the 4-H weekend at the Spo-

kane County Interstate Fair we took 

two of our horses to do demonstra-

tions and share with the public what 

is going on at Free Rein. 

 

Loki and Spats spent the weekend 

attracting  visitors to their stalls and 

raising the question òWhat do you 

use these horses for?ó  

 

B y talking to a lot of people  while we 

visited with our horses and by run-

ning three demonstrations on Satur-

day (one even aired on KHQ) we were 

able to peak the interest of many 

people.  Hopefully we were able to 

raise the awareness of our program 

and create more support in our com-

munity as well as an interest in volun-

teering.  

 

Thanks to all the volunteers that 

worked so hard to help make our first 

visit to the fair and the demonstra-

tions a huge success. 

 

Thank you to our riders that came out 

and rode for the crowds.    I espe-

cially want to thank Andrea Andrews 

for coordinating the whole event!  It 

really was great!! 

We appreciate the kindness and generosity of 

Frank and the team at Hoofprints for printing 

our newsletter and of Mike at West Coast Paper 

for supplying the paper for the project. 

he can enjoy a slower pace of 

life.  Thanks so much to Sheri 

Tilton for generously allowing 

us to use Bogie as a program 

horse this year.  

It is also with much apprecia-

tion that we welcome Chester 

into our herd.  Chester is a 14 

year old Fjord/Welsh pony 

It is with much apprecia-

tion  that we announce the 

retirement of Bogie, the big 

black Quarter Horse who 

has carried many of our 

riders over the past year.  

We have enjoyed having 

him in our herd and we 

know he will appreciate 

heading into retirement so 

cross.  He is adorable and 

has just the right tempera-

ment to excel as a Free Rein 

horse.  We so much appreci-

ate Liz Vachon and her fam-

ily entrusting  their cher-

ished pony to us.  I believe 

that he will love his job and I 

know we will all love having 

him with us. 

The Free Rein 4-H club was invaluable to us 

during our visit to the fair.  They helped clean 

stalls, shared their equipment and kept our 

area looking neat and tidy.  We couldnõt have 

done it without them!! 

Thank you to Girl Scout Troop 2561, Tom    

Cusworth and Morgan Jones.  In the spring  

the troop made ground poles and upright 

poles in concrete for us to use in our arenas.   

These items are used every day in our 

classes! 

Bogie 

C h a n g e s  i n  O u r  H e r d  
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Free Rein Barn Dance 

February 6th, 2010 

 

Planning for our Barn Dance and Auction is underway and  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

If you love to plan a party we need you!! 

 

There are lots of opportunities:   

 

Details like venue and food, sponsorships, decoration,   

program planning, entertainment, marketing and  

public relations, invitations, ticket sales and the auction. 

 

The more people we have the more fun it will be!! 

 

If you would like to join the team  

please call Sandy at 509-979-1468 

 

*If you have an auction item to donate please let us know* 

 

 

S av e  t h e  D at e ! !  

Barbeque Dinner, Auction, Casino gaming, 

Music and dancing!!  
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Itõs going 

to be a 

heck of a 

party!! 


